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THE DANGER OF A SINGLE STORY
Life has different ways of teaching us to accept the failure and drawbacks of others. In all my life, I have not moved outside the United States of America; therefore, all the experiences I have concerned what I hear, watch or read from books. Watching Ted Talks has made me realize that I have misjudged other people without understanding the reasons behind their state of life. The motivational video by Chimamanda Ngozi on "the Dangers of a single story" is an eye-opening story and a narration of the actual dangers of having one side of a story and never experience the other person's feelings or point of view. In my reflective writing, I will focus on my personal experience of a single story's dangers in close relation to the Chimamanda Ted Talk video. 
Chimamanda narrates that she grew up in Nigeria, reading American and British children’s storybooks, which pointed her mind towards a single viewpoint of the Americans and the English people. This statement reminded me of the stories I used to receive from my parents about schools. In my personal experience, I knowing only one way of life and one tradition to follow, "a school is a nice place where people love one another and play together" my new parents' words. Growing up, I was eager to go to this nice place. The first time I went to school, everything was not as I believed to be from my reading exposure and the stories I was told. Not even long after I arrived, I wanted to go back home. I discovered two sides of information: one which is good and the one you want to know about, and another which may be true and unpleasant. My parents knew both stories, but they gave me the one which they thought I should know. The enlightenment made me realize that talks are biased to favor the storyteller and the listener. 
As a kid, Chimamanda believed life in the U.S. was marvelous until she went there for her studies. She had one side of the story about the goodness of America as she had read from books. In arriving in the country, life seemed as normal as in Nigeria and nothing different about the lifestyle. Equally, in my experience, I thought that Africans were poor, uneducated, and backward. Until now, I have not been in personal contact with any Africans. I have been raised to believe that Americans are superior and are the world’s superpower. Africa, on the other hand, has always been described as the poorest of all the world's nations, and it is what I have believed since then. Watching Chimamanda speak about Africa on Ted has made me realize that Africa is not a country but a continent with several countries, some of which are very developed. While I was confident that Africa was underdeveloped, poor, and only relied on external aid, I got enlightened that this was not the case. One should always research both sides of the story before making confirmed decisions. It forms the basic underlying impacts of stereotypes.
Furthermore, she gives one experience that I had with a Mexican student in high school. In her talk, she tells the audience how student stereotyped her before they even had a chance to meet. Her roommate in college, where she learned how to speak good American English, and to her surprise, the roommate did not believe her when she said Nigeria asked Chimamanda. In Chimamanda's view, the roommate was a victim of a single story. In my experience, I misjudged a young Mexican boy just by looking at him that he did not understand English and, far worse, that he did not know anything. He had escaped from Mexico to come to the United States to seek refuge. I was even afraid of approaching him because of criminal danger perception (Drakulich, 2012). In my country, people of color are always presumed dangerous and therefore victimized before even they get a chance to explain themselves. It is the exact incidence. Later in our interactions at school, I realized that the boy was from a well-established family background with good moral standards. I was also a victim of a single story, just like Chimamanda's roommate. As people interact, we know that life and people are not always, as we hear them watch or see in films. A single mindset's rigidity is the main problem of sticking to one story and not interested in research and finding out the truth behind the words.
Finally, while teaching at a university, Chimamanda was told that Nigerian men are abusers. She replied to the student that young Americans are rapists. The student concluded Nigerian men from a single story he read in a novel, and so did the lectures (Chimamanda in the case). In my whole life, I have made conclusions about other people from just reading books, watching films, and listening to how other people portray others. The most common of them all is about the Muslims. Ever since the 9-11 incidents, many American films portray Muslims as a terrorist. I have grown up knowing that Muslims are terrorists. Is this a good thing or bad? According to what I have just learned from Chimamanda's video on Ted, it is a stereotype. I made up my mind about the whole Muslim community from what I saw without doing actual research. According to (Wingfield et al., 1995), an Arab girl was grabbed, kicked, and slammed into a locker for no specific reason. I have always thought of revenge for the stories put into my head, to show hate and disguise for the community. Now that I know the dangers of having a single side's actions, I would want to know how other people feel about Americans and me, especially the whites like myself, and understand them.
Showing people a single-story repeatedly makes them establish a non-existence belief. The single-story originates from stories we are told by parents, relatives, close friends, and the ones we read and watch in films. The experience sticks and roots into the mind such that no one can convince you otherwise. Taking a personal initiative is the first step to getting rid of the single story and embracing diversity. Suppose people in America and around the world would take action and understand the other person's point of view. In that case, the dangers such as stereotypes on gender, race, religion, and ethnicity can be eradicated from the surface of the world. This video has shed some light on my perception of the African and the Mexican cultures, and it is not a person's fault for how they are perceived, but one's mind and the information they have been fed with. Personally, the video has helped me get rid of many theories I had about other people, not only the ones I have described but also many others around my community. Let put our hands together and eradicate the dangers of a single story.
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